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till seven. Today very hot. The country hilly and strong.
Scarce any wind, but night cool.
i6th. Mounted at four; baited at noon as usual, and pro-
ceeded till six in the evening. Course about S.S.E. Little
wind. Country for the most part hilly. No water. Day very
hot, but the night cool.
ijth. Mounted about five; baited about noon, and en-
camped in the evening at seven. Course and country the
same. Xo water. A northerly wind. The day hot, but the
night cool.
iSth. Set out this morning at three, and about nine got to
a water called Agelat Hawrin1, where we remained the whole
day, and found our situation much warmer than desirable,
but the night, as usual, cool. Course, country, wind and
weather the same this stage as last.
igth. Mounted at five, and baited at noon; proceeded till
four, and arrived at a water called Ain il Ernul2 or the Hares
pool, where we encamped and are only three hours and a
half from Cobiesse3, a poor Arab village. Today we met a
messenger from Bassora. Course today S. Little wind and
very hot. The country the same, and night cool as usual.
zoth. Under way this morning. Directed our course
within two points of the East, which brought us about nine
to Cobiesse, situated in a grove of date trees, where, however
we expected to be otherwise regaled, all that occurred, except
dates and a few sheep, is absolutely no refreshment what-
ever ; even water being scarce and (unless brought from the
river) not by any but the inhabitants drinkable. Here one-
third of our caravan separated, being bound to Bagdat, and
embarked at a place called Heit on the river Euphrates, about
three hours from hence; from which place they are carried
down in two or three days, according to the currents, which
are governed by the season or the Tygris. The camels they
1  Aqulat or Uglet Hauran: an important watering in the bed of the
Wadi Hauran, about 15 miles from its entrance into the Euphrates.  All
caravans watered there; the wells are numerous and the water near the
surface.  See also p. 152.
2  Ain el Arnab: see also p. 155.
3  Kubaisa; see p. 155.